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STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 


To 

THE  DEPARTMENT  OE  HEALTH  FOR  SCOTLAND, 
THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL, 

THE  TOWN  COUNCILS  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT, 
CASTLE-DOUGLAS,  DALBEATTIE,  NEW-GALLO- 
WAY,  AND  GATEHOUSE. 

My  Lords,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  County 
for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALEXANDER  FRASER. 

Health  and  Social  Welfare  Department, 

Dunmuir  Road, 

Castle-Douglas, 


1950. 


STEWARTRY  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 


Report  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Year  1949. 


MEDICAL  SERVICES. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  area  of  the  County  is  now  approximately  605,341  acres 
(Landward  602,225,  and  Burghal  2,750). 

The  population  of  the  County,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar- 
General  to  the  middle  of  the  year  is  as  follows:  — 


Landward  20,697 

Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  2,390 

Burgh  of  Castle-Douglas  3,235 

Burgh  of  Dalbeattie  3,314 

Burgh  of  Gatehouse  870 

Burgh  of  New  Galloway  312 


30,818 


Births. — The  total  live  births  registered  in  the  County  after 
correction  for  transfers  was  546 — males  285,  and  females  261 — 
of  which  38 — 18  males  and  20  females  were  illegitimate.  The 
birth  rate  per  1000  of  the  population  was  17.7,  while  the  illegiti- 
mate rate  per  100  live  births  was  7.0  The  total  births  show  an 
increase  of  34  and  the  illegitimate  births  a decrease  of  17  when 
compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
after  correction  for  transfers  was  368 — males  184,  and  females  184, 
a decrease  of  48  when  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The 
death  rate  from  all  causes  was  11.9  per  1000  of  the  population. 
Table  V.I.  shows  deaths  according  to  disease  and  age  period. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  numbered  20  (males  11, 
females  9),  a decrease  of  17  when  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  The  infant  Mortality  Rate  was  37  per  1000  live  births. 

The  total  births  exceeded  the  total  deaths  by  178,  constituting 
the  natural  increase  in  the  population. 


The  following-  statement  compares  the  Birth,  Death  and 


Infant  Mortality  Rates  of  the  Stewartry  with 

those  of  Scotland  as 

a whole  during  the  past 

Birth  Rate 

10  years. 

Death 

Rate 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Year 

Stewartry 

Scotland 

Stewartry 

Scotland 

Stewartry 

Scotland 

1940 

15.9 

17.1 

14.0 

14.9 

63.0 

78.0 

1941 

17.7 

17.9 

13.1 

14.5 

58.0 

83.0 

1942 

17.0 

18.1 

12.5 

13.0 

59.0 

69.0 

]943 

16.6 

18.9 

13.7 

13.3 

42.0 

C5.0 

1944 

18.2 

19.2 

14.5 

12.9 

70.0 

65.0 

1945 

16.7 

16.9 

12.8 

13.2 

44.0 

56.0 

1946 

20.0 

20.3 

14.4 

13.1 

39.0 

54.0 

1947 

20.1 

22.0 

13.0 

12.9 

40.0 

56.0 

1948 

18.6 

19.4  • 

13.3 

11.8 

64.0 

45.0 

1949 

17.7 

18.5 

11.9 

12.3 

37.0 

41.0 

The  deaths,  according-  to  the  Registrar-General  are  here 
arranged  in  recognised  periods  and  the  percentage  proportion  of 
deaths  of  each  period  given: — - 


Infant  Period  Under  1 year  20  deaths  or  5.43% 

Pre-school  Age  I-  5 years  3 deaths  or  0.82% 

School  Age  5-15  years  3 deaths  or  0.82% 

Adolescent  15-25  years  5 deaths  or  1.36% 

Early  Mature  Period  25-45  years  20  deaths  or  5.43% 

Late  Mature  Period  45-65  years  77  deaths  or  20.92% 

Post  Mature  Period  65  and  upwards  240  deaths  or  65.22% 


Deaths  in  Institutions. — 94  deaths  occurred  in  Institutions — 
19  within  and  75  outwith  the  County.  The  details  are  as 
follows : — 


Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal  Infirmary,  33;  Crichton  Royal 
Institution,  13;  Cresswell  Counties  Maternity  Hospital,  8; 
Castle-Douglas  Cottage  Hospital,  13;  Lochmaben  Sanatorium,  3; 
Lochmaben  I.D.  Hospital,  1;  Victoria  Infirmary,  Glasgow,  1; 
Edinburgh  Royal  Infirmary,  3;  Aberdeen  Royal  Infirmary,  1; 
Davidson  Hospital,  Girvan,  1;  Kirkcudbright  Cottage  Hospital, 
5;  Moatbrae  Nursing  Home,  Dumfries,  4;  Rowantree  House, 
Thornhill,  2;  Grove  Convalescent  Hospital,  1;  Newdon-Stewart 
I.D.  Hospital,  1;  Hairmyres  Hospital,  East  Kilbride,  1;  Eastern 
General  Hospital,  Leith,  1;  Edinburgh  City  Hospital,  1;  Akaron 
Nursing  Home,  Crieff,  1. 


Table  V.I.— Deaths  according  to  Disease  and  Age  Period. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Typhoid  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)  ... 

2.  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

3.  Scarlet  Fever  

4.  Whooping  Cough  

5.  Diphtheria  

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

8.  Syphilis  

\0.  Sillies  

11.  Other  Infectious  or  Parasitic  Diseases  ... 

12.  Cancer,  Malignant  Tumours  

13.  Tumours,  Non-Malignant  or  Not  Defined 

14.  Acute  Rheumatism  

15.  Diabetes  Mellitus  

16.  Other  General  Diseases  

17.  Meningitis,  Diseases  of  Spinal  Cord  

18.  Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  &c 

19.  Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  

20.  Heart  Diseases  

21.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

22.  Bronchitis  

23.  Pneumonia  

24.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

25.  Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer  

26.  Diarrhoea  (all  ages)  

27.  Appendicitis  

28.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

29.  Other  Diseases  of  Liver  

30.  Other  Digestive  Diseases  

31.  Nephritis,  Acute  or  Chronic  

32.  Other  Diseases  of  Genito-Urinary  System 

33.  Puerperal  Sepsis  

34.  Other  Puerperal  Causes  

35.  Diseases  of  Skin  and  Organs  of  Move- 

36.  Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth, 

Malformation,  &c 

37.  Old  Age  

38.  Suicide  

39.  Road  Transport  Accidents  

40.  Other  Violence  

41.  Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  


aAH  ^ 
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TABLE  V. 3.— Infant  Mortality. 
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LOCAL  AUTHORITY  SERVICES. 

Section  22.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Ante  Natal  and  Post  Natal  Clinics.  There  are  no  Local  Authority 
clinics  within  the  County.  The  general  supervision  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  family  medical  attendant,  and  the  District 
Nurse.  Patients  who  are  to  be  confined  at  Cresswell 
Maternity  Hospital  attend  the  clinic  there.  During  the  year 
585  patients  attended  this  Clinic.  During  the  year  a Clinic 
in  connection  with  Cresswell  Maternity  Hospital  was  com- 
menced at  Castle-Douglas  Cottage  Hospital  for  the  benefit  of 
patients  from  the  Western  side  of  the  County.  Up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  74  patients  made  151  visits  to  this  Clinic. 

Child  Welfare  Clinics.  There  are  no  Clinics  recognised  as  such 
in  the  County,  but  there  are  two  baby-weighing  Centres — at 
Dalbeattie  and  at  Minnigaff,  operated  by  the  District  Nurse. 
Where  any  medical  advice  is  necessary  such  mothers  are 
referred  to  their  family  medical  attendant. 

Dental  Treatment.  It  has  not  as  yet  been  possible  to  provide 
dental  treatment.  There  is  at  present  only  one  Dental 
Officer  whose  time  is  taken  up  wholly  with  School  Dental 
work. 

Institutional  Treatment.  Admissions  to  Cresswell  Maternity 
Hospital  during  the  year  numbered  290.  There  were  245  live 
births  and  15  still  births  in  hospital. 

Section  23 — Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

I.  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  the  year 
that  is  before  correction  for  mothers  residence — 


Live  Births — 311;  Still  Births — 10;  Total  321 

II.  Total  number  of  births  occurring  in  institutions 

(including  private  maternity  homes)  NIL 

III.  Total  number  of  births  occurring  at  home  321 


IV.  Number  of  births  in  (HI)  classified  to  show  nature 
of  attendance  at  birth:  — 
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V.  Number  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  surrt- 

moned  by  a midwife  under  Section  22(1)  of  the 
Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915  NIL 

VI.  Administration  of  Analgesics. 

(a)  Number  of  midwives  qualified  to  administer 

analgesics  5 

(b)  Number  of  midwives  who  received  their 

training  during  the  year  NIL 

(c)  Number  of  sets  of  apparatus  in  use  at  the  end 

of  the  year  2 

(d)  Number  of  sets  on  order  at  the  end  of  the  year  NIL 

VII.  Number  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  the  end  of 

the  year  13 


Section  24 — Health  Visiting. 


First  Visits 

Total  Visits 

Expectant  Mothers  

78 

429 

Children  Under  1 year  

497 

4602 

Children  1-5  years  

186 

5747 

Tuberculosis  Cases  

22 

492 

Other  Cases  

214 

2515 

997 

13785 

* These  visits  do  not  include  visits  paid  by  a midwife/health 
visitor  who  attended  the  confinement  as  a midwife  or  maternity 
nurse.  In  addition  to  these,  1812  visits  (including  281  first  visits) 
were  paid  to  expectant  mothers  whose  confinements  were  attended 
by  midwife/health  visitors. 

Section  25 — Home  Nursing. 

•No.  of  cases  attended  by  District  Nurses  under 


arrangements  made  under  this  Section  737 

No.  of  visits  paid  to  these  cases  14015 


Section  26 — Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations  against 
Smallpox  carried  out  during  the  year.  These  figures  have  been 
compiled  from  records  submitted  to  this  Department  bv  Private 
Practitioners.  The  number  of  record  cards  received  from 
Private  Practitioners  during  the  year  was  very  small,  probably 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  fee  payable  for  these  records  had  not  been 
agreed  upon. 


Year  of  Birth  Primary  Vaccinations  Re- Vaccinations 

Positive  Negative  Positive  Negative 

1949  53  5 2 2 

1948  32  6 4 

1947-1935  4 — 2 

1934  or  earlier  2 — 1 — 


91  11  92 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Immunisations  ■ 
against  Diphtheria  carried  out  during  the  year.  A large  number  1 
of  these  were  carried  out  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer.  As  in  1 
the  case  of  the  Vaccinations  the  number  of  record  cards  received  , 


from 

Private  Practitioners  was 

small. 

Number  of  children 

who  com- 

pleted  a full  course 

of 

Number  of  maintenance 

Year 

of 

immunisation  during  the 

injections  given  during 

Birth. 

year. 

the  year. 

1949 

6 

1948 

178 



1947 

89 



1946 

6 

1 

1945 

5 

2 

1944 

3 

234 

1943 

— . 

101 

1942 

1 

12 

1941 

1 

15 

1940 



48 

1939 



56 

1938 



10 

1937 



9 

1936 

44 

1935 



135 

1934 

or 

earlier  — 

4 
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DOMESTIC  HELP, 

Section  28. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  establish  a “ Domestic  Help 
Scheme  ” but  so  far  there  has  been  no  response  to  such  a Scheme. 
Neighbourly  help  still  exists  in  the  rural  areas. 

Such  a Scheme  must  be  entirely  different  from  that  operated 
in  an  urban  area  having  regard  to  such  attendant  difficulties  as 
transport  and  lack  of  suitable  helps.  That  there  are  suitable  helps 
in  the  more  populated  areas  is  granted,  but  these  have  their  own 
particular  clients  to  whom  they  render  regular  service  for  pay- 
ment, and  who  are  not  at  all  inclined  to  discontinue  this  work. 

It  is  hoped  however  that  a scheme  suitable  to  the  County  may 
be  evolved. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND 
AND  AFTER  CARE. 

Section  27. 

The  School  Nurse  Health  Visitors  carry  out  the  dimiciliarv 
visitation  and  “ follow  up  ” of  cases  of  Tuberculosis,  and  shelter 
huts  are  available  for  the  use  of  suitable  patients.  So  far  as 
possible  the  improvement  of  the  housing  conditions  of  tuberculosis 
patients  is  kept  in  view  especially  in  connection  with  the  Housing 
Schemes  of  the  Local  Authority. 

No  B.C.G.  vaccination  has  as  yet  been  carried  out. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Thirty  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year— 
Pulmonary  24,  Non-Pulmonary  6.  Of  the  24  Pulmonary  Cases 
4 died  leaving  20  new  Pulmonary  and  6 new  Non-Pulmonary  cases 
on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of 
the  new  cases: — 
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The  notifications  will  be  found  classified  according  to  Parish 
and  Burgh  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Table. 

The  following  table  shows  the  occupations  of  the  cases 


notified — 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 

Males  Females  Males  Females 

Agriculture  - 5 — 1 — 

Painter  1 — 

Scholars  1 3 

Domestic  Work  — 6 — 1 

Clerical  Work  2 1 — 

Infants  — • — 1 1 

Labourers  3 — — 

Shop  Assistant  — — — 1 

Hairdresser  1 — — — 

Shipyard  Worker  1 — — — 


14  10  2 4 


The  number  of  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  was  12— Pulmonary 
11,  Non-Pulmonary  1.  The  classification  was  as  follows: — 
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Of  the  12  deaths,  9 Pulmonary  cases  were  notified.  Five  of 
the  deaths  occurred  at  home.  The  remainder  died  in  the  following- 
institutions  — Lochmaben  Sanatorium  3,  Dumfries  Infirmary  1, 
Edinburgh  City  Hospital  1,  Hairmvres  Hospital  1,  and  Moatbrae 
Nursing  Home,  Dumfries  1. 

The  period  elapsing  between  notification  and  death  was  as 
I follows:  — 


Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 


Males 


Not  notified  or  notified  only 

at  or  after  death  1 

Notified  less  than  1 month 

before  death  1 

Notified  from  1 to  3 months 

before  death  2 

I Notified  from  3 to  6 months 

before  death  

Notified  from  6 to  12  months 

before  death  1 

i Notified  from  1 to  2 years 

before  death  

Notified  over  2 years  before 

death  — 


Females  Males  Females 

1 __  1 

1 — — 

1 — — 

1 — _ 

2 — — 


5 6—1 


Changes  during  1949 


Pulmonary  ...  105 

24 

11 

— 140  4 

9 

— 8 

— 119 

Non  Pulmonary  31 

6 

7 

1 45  — 

— 

1 6 

— 38 

136 

30 

18 

1 185  4 

9 

1 14 

— 157 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  who 
received  institutional  treatment  during  the  year:  — 


In  Institution  In  Institution 

on  1/1/49  Admitted  Discharged  Died  on  31/12/49 


j Pulmonary  (Adults) — 

Males  5 7 9 — 3 

Females  15  17  12  3 17 

I Pulmonary  (Children) — 

Males  2 — 2 — — 

Females  1 — 1 — — 
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Non-Pulmonary  (Adults) — 


Males  1 

Females  1 


Non-Pulmonary  (Children)— 

Males  '. 

Females  


2 — — 3 

3 1—3 

1 — — 1 

2 -2  — — 


25  32  27  3 27 


Home  Visitation. — During-  the  year,  492  visits  were  made  by 
the  Health  Visitors  to  patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

Supply  of  Free  Milk. — Fifty-six  patients  were  in  receipt  of 
free  milk  during  the  year,  at  a cost  of  ^461  0/9. 

Shelter  Huts. — 15  Shelter  Huts  are  still  available  for  patients, 
and  a number  of  these  were  in  use  during  the  year.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  6 huts  were  occupied  by  patients. 

X=rays. — 301  X-ray  examinations  were  carried  out  at  Loch- 
maben  Sanatorium  during  the  year.  In  addition  67  Contacts  were 
X-rayed. 


The  following 

table  shows 

the  number  of  cases  on  the 

list  at 

the  end  of  the  year 

, classified  according  to  Area  and  Burgh. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary  Total 

Western  

M. 

11 

8 

19 

F. 

11 

7 . 

18 

Central  

M. 

8 

3 

11 

F. 

8 

5 

13 

Eastern  

M. 

11 

2 

13 

F. 

11 



11 

Kirkcudbright  

M. 

11 

2 

13 

F. 

3 

2 

5 

Castle-Douglas  

M. 

10 



10 

F. 

6 

2 

8 

Dalbeattie  

M. 

8 

2 

10 

F. 

14 

4 

18 

Gatehouse  

M. 

1 



1 

F. 

3 

1 

4 

New  Galloway  

M. 

1 



1 

F. 

2 

— 

2 

119 

38 

157 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  TABLE— AREAS  (including)  BURGHS 


EASTERN  AREA. 


CENTRAL  AREA. 


WESTERN  AREA. 


DISEASE 

Scarlet  Fever  

Dysentery  

Erysipelas  

Acute  Influenzal  Pneunomia 
Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  ... 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


1 1 


2 


Kirkcudbright. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during-  the  year  was  66,  a 
decrease  of  34  when  compared  with  the  fig-ure  for  the  previous 
year.  The  Infectious  Diseases  table  shows  the  number  of  cases 
notified  according  to  Parish  and  Burgh.  Of  the  cases  notified  39 
or  59.09%  received  institutional  treatment. 


SMALLPOX. — No  case  of  Smallpox  was  notified  during 

year. 


/ 


the 


DIPHTHERIA.  — No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during 

the  vear. 


SCARLET  FEVER.  — The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
notified  during  the  year  was  14,  a decrease  of  13  when  compared 
with  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  13  were  treated  in  hospital. 
All  made  a good  recovery.  In  one  case  the  diagnosis  was  revised 

to  Tonsillitis. 

Three  cases  occurred  in  connection  with  farm  premises.  In 
no  case  was  there  connection  with  a milk  supply,  all  cases  being 
removed  to  hospital  and  the  premises  disinfected. 

t 

PNEUMONIA.— T he  total  number  of  cases  of  Pneumonia 
notified  during  the  year  was  15 — Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  3, 
and  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  12.  Two  cases  of  Acute  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  were  removed  to  hospital,  one  of  which  was  later 
diagnosed  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  This  patient  died  in 
Sanatorium. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  during 
the  year  was  7. 

ERYSIPELAS.  — One  case  of  Erysipelas  was  notified  during 
the  year,  and  was  treated  at  home. 


DYSENTERY.— Si  x cases  of  Dysentery  occurred  during  the 
year.  These  were  treated  in  hospital  and  all  made  good  recovery. 


ANTHRAX. — 159  cases  of  suspected  Anthrax  were  reported 
during  the  year — 151  bovine,  7 horses  and  1 pig.  The  disease 

was  confirmed  in  the  case  of  4 bovine  (2.51%).  These  cases 

occurred  in  the  Parishes  of  Tongland,  Borgue,  Kelton  and  Kirk- 
gunzeon, 
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MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

With  the  coming-  into  force  of  the  National  Health  Service 
(Scotland)  Act,  1917,  Local  Authorities  have  been  relieved  of  the 
duty  of  maintaining  former  rate-aided  patients  in  Mental 
Hospitals  and  Institutions  for  Mental  Defectives.  There  still 
remains  the  duty  of  outdoor  supervision  of  Mental  Defectives, 
Boarded-out  Lunatics  and  the  after  care  of  patients  discharged 
from  Mental  Hospitals. 

The  “ authorised  officer  ” takes  the  necessary  action  for  the 
detention  of  persons  apparently  of  unsound  mind,  who  have  no 
relatives  or  friends  willing  and  able  to  do  so,  and  the  implementa- 
tion of  all  the  various  duties  detailed  in  the  Council’s  proposals 
under  the  Act.  The  “ authorised  officer  ” dealt  with  one  case 
who  required  to  be  admitted  to  the  Crichton  Royal  Mental 
Hospital.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  majority  of  patients  are 
now  admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals  at  the  instance  of  their  rela- 
tives, or  by  application  for  treatment  as  voluntary  patients,  mostly 
through  the  medium  of  Consultative  Clinics,  without  reference  to 
the  Local  Authority. 

In  terms  of  Sections  56  and  57  of  the  Education  (Scotland) 
Act,  1946,  intimation  was  received  from  the  Education  Committee 
of  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright  of  2 mental  defectives  who  were 
admitted  to  suitable  institutions. 

The  number  of  Mental  Defectives  whose  ordinary  residence 
is  in  the  Stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  presently  cared  for  in 
certified  institutions  amounts  to  14,  with  1 case  “ liberated  on 
licence.”  Eight  Boarded-out  Mental  Defectives  are  chargeable 
to  this  Authority  (5  males,  3 females  and  in  addition  1 “ liberated 
on  licence  ”).  Under  supervision  for  other  Authorities  are  3 
Mental  Defectives  (1  male  and  2 females).  Non-resident  and 
under  supervision  of  other  Authorities  are  3 Mental  Defectives  (1 
male  and  2 females).  The  acute  shortage  of  residential  accommo- 
dation for  Mental  Defectives  of  a low  grade  is  a serious  problem, 
and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  whose  responsibility  it  is  to 
provide  suitable  accommodation,  are  beset  with  the  difficulties  of 
erecting  new  buildings  and  recruiting  the  necessary  staff.  There 
are  two  Boarded-out  Lunatics  in  this  area,  supervised  by  the 
“ authorised  officer  ” as  agent  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
Normal  visitation  and  supervision  of  Boarded-out  Mental  Defec- 
tives in  the  County  is  also  carried  out. 

Consultative  Clinics. — A clinic  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Crichton  Royal  Mental  Hospital,  Dumfries,  is  held  in  Castle- 
Douglas  Cottage  Hospital,  where  patients  are  interviewed  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  of  each  week  by  the  Psychiatrist  in  attendance, 
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Child  Guidance  Clinic.  — A Child  Guidance  Clinic  has  also 
been  set  up  by  the  Education  Committee  in  Castle-Douglas 
Primary  School  where  the  services  of  a Psychiatrist  and  Child 
Guidance  Team  from  the  Crichton  Royal  Mental  Hospital  are 
employed,  and  at  which  pre  - school  children  are  examined  and 
treatment  recommended. 


NURSERIES  and  CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATIONS 
ACT,  1948. 

There  are  no  day  nurseries  in  operation  within  the  County 
and  so  far  as  is  known  there  are  no  child  minders,  who  for  reward 
receive  children  into  their  homes. 


WELFARE  SERVICES. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Residential  Accommodation. — Since  the  passing  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  and  transference  to  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  of  Burnside  House,  Kirkcudbright,  the  allocation 
of  beds  in  respect  of  Part  III  Accommodation — 26,  divided 
equally  between  male  and  female  inmates  has  been  fully  occupied. 
The  margin  of  vacancies  has  been  very  small  and  at  times 
inadequate.  The  following  table  shows  particulars  of  persons 
afforded  Part  III  Accommodation  during  the  year. 

Dep.  M.D. 

Children  Children 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

No.  of  Residents  at'  1/1/49  

12 

9 

3 

1 

1 

1 

No.  of  Admissions  during  year  ... 

14 

6 

2 

1 





No.  of  Discharges  during  year  .. 

13 

7 

5 

2 





No.  of  Residents  at  31/12/49  ... 

13 

8 

— 

— 

1 

1 

With  regard  to  Medical  Supervision  of  Burnside  House  this 
is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  to  the  House,  who  attends 
to  all  the  inmates  therein. 


At  present  there  is  no  home  for  old  persons  in  the  County. 
The  demand  for  accommodation  in  respect  of  old  people  is  con- 
siderable, and  in  accordance  with  the  implementation  of  proposals 
submitted  by  this  authority  steps  are  being  taken  to  secure  a suit- 
able residence  as  an  Old  Persons  Home. 

No  removals  took  place  during  the  year  (Section  47). 

In  no  instance  was  it  necessary  to  take  charge  of  property 

(Section  48) . 

One  burial  was  undertaken  during  the  year  (Section  49). 
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BLIND  PERSONS. 


In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948,  the  Local  Authority  supervised  all  registered  blind 
persons  in  the  County,  in  conjunction  with  the  Mission  to  the  Out- 
Door  Blind.  5 new  cases  of  blindness  were  certified  during  the 
year,  and  the  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  43,  of  whom  27  were  males  and  19  females. 
Of  this  number  3 were  employed  in  workshops,  1 suitable  for  work 
of  some  kind,  4 employed  on  own  account,  1 Home  Workers 
Scheme,  and  37  unemployed. 

NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT. 

There  are  no  Nursing  Homes  within  the  County. 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

Report  fcr  year  ending  31st  July,  1949. 


Genera!  Statistics. 

Population  of  the  Area  30,818 

Number  of  Schools — 

(a)  Primary  under  Education  Authority  50 

(b)  Secondary  under  Education  Authority  3 

(c)  (1)  Special  Schools  0 


(2)  Special  Classes  in  Ordinary  Schools  ...  0 

(d)  In  receipt  cf  Grant  from  Education 

Authority  and  under  Medical  Inspection  ...  0 

Number  of  Children  on  the  Register  for  the  whole 


area  4781 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance  for  the 

whole  area  4361 


General  Review 

The  total  number  of  Systematic  Examinations  was  1712,  862 
boys  and  860  girls.  The  numbers  according  to  age  group  were  as 
follows:  — 

Boys  Girls  Total 


Entrants  290  267  557 

Second  Age  Group  (born  1941,  visual 

acuity  and  hearing  only)  169  159  328 

Third  Age  Group  (born  1939)  202  208  410 

Fourth  Age  Group  (born  1935)  194  199  393 

Secondary  Age  Group  (born  1932)  7 17  24 


862  850  1712 


The  average  ages  at  the  time  of  examination  were:  — 

Boys  Girls  Both  Sexes 

Entrants  5-3/12  5-3/12  5-3/12 

Third  Age  Group  9-7/12  9-6/12  9-7/12 

Fourth  Age  Group  13-8/12  13-9/12  13-8/12 

Secondary  Age  Group  17-2/12  17-1/12  17-1/12 

The  average  heights  and  weights  were:  — 


BOYS 


Average  Age 

No.  Examined. 

Height  in  Inches. 

Weight  in  Pounds. 

5-3/12 

290 

43.19 

42.12 

9-7/12 

202 

52.82 

64.16 

13-8/12 

194 

60.54 

92.10 

17-2/12 

7 

69.32 

141.5 

BO 

GIRLS 


Average  Age 

No.  Examined. 

Height  in  Inches. 

Weight  in  Pounds. 

5-3/12 

267 

42.70 

40.11 

9-6/12 

208 

52.16 

63.28 

13-9/12 

■ 199 

61.19 

101.11 

17-1/12 

17 

62.91 

118.84  • 

The  number  of  Other  Systematic  Examinations  was  109 — 60 
boys  and  49  girls.  The  number  of  Special  Examinations  was 
93 — 50  boys  and  43  girls. 


TABLE  I. 

A.  Total  number  of  children  examined  at:  — 

Systematic  Other  Systematic 
Examinations.  Examinations. 


Ordinary  Schools. 

Entrants  557 

Second  Age  Group  ...  328 

Third  Age  Group  410 

Fourth  Age  Group  ...  393 

Secondary  Schools. 

Age  Group  24 


1712  109 


B.  Other  Examinations:  — 

Special  Cases  93 

Re-Inspections  by  Medical  Officer  ...  1062 


1155 


Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic 
examinations,  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring  treatment 


(excluding  uncleanliness  and  dental  caries):  — 

Entrants  75 

Second  Age  Group  40 

Third  Age  Group  18 

Fourth  Age  Group  1 

Secondary  Age  Group  — 

Other  Systematic  Examinations  ...  10 

Special  Cases  23 


Re-inspections  by  Medical  Officer 


169 


TABLE  III. — Systematic  Medical  Examinations. 


. r«  re?  rh*--s- 

Children  thL"  g’Jmip  “ Children  tS™g^  ‘'th'iT  grou'11  Children  group 

393  70.56.  284  86.58  ( 303  73.90  311  79.13 


11.85  9 2.74  I 16  3.90  . 9 

0.36  .3.35  | 3 0.73  13 

12.21  20  J * 6.10  I-  19  '4.63  22~ 


2.29  - - 100  5.84 
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TABLE  IV. 


Return  of  a)!  Exceptional  Children  of  School  Age  in  the  Area. 

At  At  Special  At  no 
Ordinary  Schools  or  school  or 
Schools.  Classes.  Enstitution  Total 


1.  Blind  — 

2.  Partially  sighted  : — 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in 

which  the  curriculum  of 
an  ordinary  school  would 
adversely  affect  the  eye 
condition  1 

(b)  Other  conditions  of 

the  eye  e.g.  cataract, 
ulceration  &c.  which 
render  the  child  unable 
to  read  ordinary  school 
books  or  to  see  well 
enough  to  be  taught  in 
an  ordinary  school  

3.  Deaf  :— 


Grade  1 8 

Grade  Ila 4 

Grade  lib 1 

Grade  III 

4.  Defective  Speech  : — 

(a)  Defects  of  articula- 
tion requiring  special 

educational  measures  ...  8 

(b)  Stammering  requir- 

ing special  educational 
measures  6 

5.  Mentally  Defective  : — 

(Children  between  5 and  16  years). 

(a)  Educable  (IQ. 

approx.  50-70  11 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q. 

generally  less  than  50)  — 

6.  Epilepsy  : — 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  12 


(b)  Severe  (suitable  for 
care  in  a residential 

school ) 

7.  Physically  Defective  : — 

(Children  between  5 and  16  years), 
(a)  Non  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  excluding 


cervical  glands  7 

(b)  General  Orthopaedic 

conditions  17 

Organic  Heart  Dis- 
ease   6 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill 

health  22 

8.  Multiple  Defects  : — 

Mentally  and  Physically 
Defective  1 


1 


_ . _ 8 

4 

1—2 

3—3 


8 


6 


4 — 15 

16  7 

12 


2 2 


7 

— 17 

— 6 
22 

2 14 
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TABLE  V. 

Report  on  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 
1st  August,  1 948=3 1 st  July,  1949. 

Number  of  Children  who  were:  — 


(1)  Inspected  bv  the  Dental  Officers:  — 


Age. 

(a) 

Systematic 

examinations. 

(b) 

Special  and 
emergency  cases. 

Total. 

4 

6 

— 

. 6 

5 

339 

2 

341 

6 

434 

5 

439 

7 

488 

6 

494 

8 

443 

9 

452 

9 

452 



452 

10 

418 

5 

423 

11 

415 

9 

424 

12 

422 

4 

426 

13 

421 

3 

42 1 

14 

400 

10 

410 

15 

323 

1 

324 

16 

73 

2 

75 

17 

20 



20 

18 

1 

— 

1 

TOTAL . 

4655 

56 

4711 

Systematic 

examinations 

Special  and 
emergency  cases 

Total 

(2)  Found  to  require  treatment 

2592 

56 

2618 

(a)  Number  accepting  treat- 
ment   

2045 

56 

2101 

(3)  Actually  treated  by  the 
school  dental  officers  

2140 

56 

*219(5 

(4)  Number  of  attendances  made 
by  children  for  treatment 

2989 

72 

3061 

(5)  Filling  (a)  Permanent 

teeth 

1423 

2 

1425 

(b)  Temporary 

teeth 

52 

4 

56 

(6)  Extractions  (a)  Permanent 

teeth 

88 

2 

90 

(b)  Temporary 
teeth 

1222 

30 

1252 

(7)  Number  of  Administrations 
of  a general  anaesthetic  for 
extractions  

2 

2 

(8)  Other  operations — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  

1948 

38 

1986 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  

1009 

45 

1054 

(9)  Half-days  devoted  to  inspec- 
tion   

73 

73 

(10)  Half-days  devoted  to  treat- 
ment   

239 

1 

240 

(11)  Number  of  children  treated 
under  private  arrangement 

326 

326 

229  awaiting  treatment  at  1st 

August,  1948. 

134  awaiting  treatment  at  31st  July,  1949. 
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MEDICAL  TREATMENT, 

(a)  Minor  Ailments. 


1.  Cuts,  bruises,  sprains  and  minor  injuries  ‘2348 

2.  Diseases  of  ear  — Otorrhoea  28 

Wax  15 

3.  Diseases  of  eye  (excluding-  defective  vision) — 

Blepharitis  28 

Conjunctivitis  1 

4.  Diseases  of  skin  — 

Ringworm  (Scalp)  — X-Ray  treatment  Nil 

Other  treatment  1 

Ringworm  (Body)  9 

Scabies  .' 53 

Impetigo  110 

Other  Diseases  40 


(b)  Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

Treatment  of  Defective  Vision  and  Squint  became  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  5th  July,  1948.  14 

Children  found  to  be  in  need  of  such  treatment  were  referred  to 
their  own  Doctors. 

(c)  Nose  and  Throat  (Operative  Treatment). 

This  treatment  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Regionnl 
Hospital  Board,  but  arrangements  are  still  made  by  this 
Department  for  children  in  need  of  such  treatment  to  attend  the 
Clinic  at  Castle-Douglas.  The  number  of  children  treated  was  : — 


Entrants  22 

Second  Age  Group  16 

Third  Age  Group  14 

Fourth  Age  Group  15 

Other  Systematics  24 

Re-examinations  29 
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(d)  Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

This  treatment  is  now  the  responsibility  of  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  Any  children  found-  during  Medical  Inspec- 
tions to  require  such  treatment  are  referred  to  their  own  Doctors. 
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FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Milk. 

. PREMISES.  — The  number  of  inspections  of  dairy  premises 
carried  out  by  the  Area  Sanitary  Inspectors,  during  the  year  was 
372.  The  main  structural  defects  consisted  of  rough  unplastered 
walls,  defective  floors,  insufficient  inlet  and  outlet  ventilation,  and 
defective  drainage.  These  were  noted  mainly  in  non-designated 
premises  and  usually  in  the  smaller  farms. 

REGISTRATION.  — During  the  year  16  premises  were 
brought  into  conformity  with  the  Dairy  Byelaws  and  registration 
was  granted  in  each  case.  This  is  mainly  due  to  the  desire  on 
the  part  of  the  producer  to  obtain  a licence  to  produce  graded  milk. 

MILK  DEPOTS. — There  are  three  milk  Depots  within  the 
County  and  all  appear  to  be  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
Two  of  these  are  controlled  by  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board, 
and  one  by  the  United  Creameries  Ltd. 

There  is  one  milk  powder  factory  producing  within  the 
County  and  this  is  functioning  efficiently. 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (SCOTLAND) 
ORDERS,  1936  TO  1949. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  number  of  Graded  Licences  held 
by  producers  in  the  County  was  455,  made  up  as  follows:  — 
Certified  1;  Tuberculin  Tested  438;  Standard  16. 

These  figures  show  an  increase  of  21  T.T.  Licences  and  a 
decrease  of  5 Standard  Licences,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year. 

SAMPLING. — During-  the  year  a total  of  3,239  samples  were 
taken  for  examination.  These  comprised  2,794  routine,  189 
qualifying-  and  re-qualifying-,  192  from  Schools,  and  64  from  Dis- 
tributors. Of  the  2,794  samples  examined,  812  did  not  comply 
with  the  required  standard. 

LICENCES. — During  the  year  118  producers  were  reported 
to  the  Milk  Sub-Committee  for  failure  to  comply  with  the  required 
standard.  Of  these  110  were  reported  after  three  consecutive 
unsatisfactory  samples,  while  8 were  reported  after  two  consecu- 
tive unsatisfactory  samples. 

Of  the  118  producers  reported,  99  were  granted  a further 
sample  of  which  72  proved  satisfactory  and  no  further  action  was 
taken.  Of  the  27  remaining  producers,  7 were  granted  a further 
sample  and  three  of  these  proved  satisfactory,  no  further  action 
being  necessary. 

42  Licences  were  suspended  and  1 revoked  during  the  year 
Two  producers  appealed  to  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland 
against  the  suspension  of  their  Licences,  but  both  appeals  were 
dismissed. 

MILK  IN  SCHOOLS  SCHEME.  The  milk  supplied  to  each 
school  is  examined  every  term.  During  the  year  192  samples 
were  taken  under  the  Milk  in  Schools  Scheme.  Of  these  38  proved 
on  examination  to  be  unsatisfactory,  the  remainder  conforming  to 
the  required  standard. 

Of  the  53  schools  receiving  milk  under  the  Scheme,  1 is 
supplied  with  Standard  milk,  12  with  Tuberculin  Tested  milk,  and 
40  with  T.T.  Pasteurised  milk. 

HEAT  TREATED  MILK.  One  distributor  in  the  Counfy 
holds  a Licence  to  retail  “ Heat  Treated  ” milk  and  Pasteurised 
T.T.  milk.  28  samples  of  Pasteurised  T.T.  milk  were  taken 
during  the  year  and  of  these  7 did  not  conform  to  the  required 
standard.  49  samples  of  Heat  Treated  milk  were  examined,  2 of 
which  did  not  conform. 

One  firm  holds  a Supplementary  Dealer’s  Licence  to  retail 
Pasteurised  milk  within  the  County  10  samples  of  this  supply 
were  taken,  2 of  which  did  not  conform. 
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NON--DESIGNATED  MILK. 

SAMPLING  AND  TESTING. — At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
were  112  producers  of  Non-Desig-nated  milk.  165  samples  of  this 
supply  were  taken  during-  the  year.  These  samples  were  sub- 
jected to  the  Methylene  Blue  Test.  7 were  shown  to  be  unsatis- 
factory. The  unsatisfactory  producers  were  visited  and  advice 
and  instruction  given  with  a view  to  the  improvement  of  the 
supplies.  Repeat  samples  taken  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

BIOLOGICAL  TESTING  FOR  TUBERCULOSIS. 

One  sample  of  milk  was  examined  from  a herd,  the  owner  of 
which  held  a Standard  Licence.  This  sample  showed  a neg-ative 
result. 

CHURN  RINSES. 

During-  the  year  churn  rinses  from  cans  at  the  Creameries 
were  taken  and  examined  bacteriologically.  In  all,  12  examina- 
tions were  carried  out,  and  all  proved  satisfactory. 

SCOTTISH  MILK  TESTING  SCHEME. 

The  number  of  notifications  from  Creameries  as  to  milk 
supplies  failing  tests  under  the  Scheme  (Resazurin  Test)  was  224. 
During  the  summer  there  was  a prolonged  spell  of  hot  dry 
weather  when  a great  many  of  the  individual  water  supplies  failed. 
Visits  were  paid  to  the  producers  concerned  in  order  to  assist  in 
improving  the  position  and  it  was  found  that  in  the  majority  of 
cases  the  unsatisfactory  supplies  were  either  un-cooled  or  inade- 
quately cooled. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (SCOTLAND)  ORDER,  1934. 

Generally,  the  requirements  of  Articles  4-14  of  the  above 
Order  are  being  carried  out  satisfactorily.  The  necessity  for 
protection  of  milk  from  contamination  or  infection  is  by  this  time 
fully  realised  by  producers.  From  inspections  made  during  the 
year,  the  effect  of  the  survey  carried  out  last  year  has  not  yet 
disappeared  and  it  is  intended  that  this  will  be  followed  up  in  the 
coming  year.  Various  inspections  of  creamery  cans  have  been 
made  and  churn  rinses  examined  bacteriologically.  These  were 
satisfactory. 

Retail  purveyors  of  milk  number  24,  while  the  number  of 
producers  and  wholesale  dealers  who  do  not  sell  milk  by  retail 
is  546. 

The  approximate  number  of  cows  in  registered  premises  is 
21,272.  From  the  accompanying  tabular  statement  showing  the 
distribution  of  registered  premises  according  to  parish,  it  will  be 
noted  that  the  number  of  “ Ordinary  ” producers  is  gradually 
diminishing. 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  SHOWING  THE  DISTRIBUTION 
OF  DAIRY  PREMISES  ACCORDING  TO  PARISHES. 


Colvend  

Kirkbean  

Kirkpatrick  Irongray 

New  Abbey  

Terregles  

Troqueer  


Balmaclellan  

Crossmichael  

Dairy  

Kells  

Kirkgunzeon  

Kirkpatrick  Durham 

Lochrutton  

Parton  


Balmaghie 
Buittle  ... 
Kelton 
Rerrick 
Urr  


Anwoth  

Borgue  

Girthon  

Kirkcudbright 

Kirkmabreck 

Minnigaff 

Tongland 

Twynholm 


EASTERN  AREA  ... 
NORTHERN  AREA 
SOUTHERN  AREA 
WESTERN  AREA 


Tuberculin 


3ert. 

Tested 

Standard 

Ordinary 

Total 

— 

25 

2 

14 

41 

— 

21 

— 

— 

21 

— 

18 

1 

2 

16 

— 

14 

1 

5 

20 

— 

12 

2 

3 

17 

— 

21 

1 

i 

29 

— 

106 

7 

31 

144 



12 

2 

15 

29 

— 

31 

— 

4 

35 

— 

5 

— 

1 

6 

— 

6 

— 

1 

7 

— 

14 

— 

4 

18 

— 

13 

— 

2 

15 

— 

10 

1 

6 

17 

— 

9 

— 

2 

11 

— 

100 

3 

35 

138 



18 



6 

24 

— 

23 



2 

25 

— 

22 

2 

3 

27 

— 

25 

2 

6 

33 

1 

29 

1 

4 

35 

1 

117 

5 

21 

144 

— 

4 



2 

6 

# — 

28 

1 

3 

33 

— 

10 

— 

2 

12 

— 

22 

— 

1 

24 

— 

8 

— 

11 

19 

— 

10 

— 

1 

11 

— 

18 

— 

1 

19 

— 

15 

— 

4 

21 

— 

115 

1 

25 

141 



106 

r r 
( 

31 

144 

— 

100 

3 

35 

138 

1 

117 

5 

21 

144 

— 

115 

1 

25 

141 

1 

438 

16 

112 

567 

TOTAL: 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  (SCOTLAND)  ORDERS, 

1936  to  1949 

1.  Producers. 

(a)  Number  of  producers  licensed  under  the  Orders  at  31st 


December,  1949,  in  respect  of — 

(i)  “ Certified  ” milk  1 

(ii)  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  438 

(iii)  “ Standard  ” milk  16 

(b)  Examination  of  Samples. 


(b)  Examination  of  Samples. 


Designation 

No.  of  Samples 
Examined 

No.  of 

Unsatisfactory 

Results. 

No.  of  Producers 
involved  in 
Unsatisfactory 
Results. 

(i.) 

(ii.) 

(iii.) 

“ Certified  ” 
“ Tuberculin 

5 

1 

1 

Tested  ” 

2675 

767 

328 

“ Standard  ” 

114 

44 

17 

(c)  Number  of  licences  (i) 

refused,  Nil;  (ii] 

) Suspended,  42; 

(iii)  revoked,  1 during  1949. 


2.  Pasteurisers. 

(a)  Number  of  creameries  licensed  under  the  Orders  at  31st 


December,  1949,  for — 

(i)  Pasteurisation  of  milk  (including 

“ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  1 

(ii)  Heat  Treatment  of  milk  1 


(a)  Number  of  Licences  (i)  refused,  Nil;  (ii)  suspended, 
Nil;  (iii)  revoked,  Nil  during  1949. 


Biological  Testing  for  Tuberculosis. 


No.  of  Samples 

No.  of  Positive 

Type  of  Milk 

Examined. 

Results. 

(i.) 

(ii.) 

Designated 

1 (Standard) 

NIL. 

Non-designated 

— 

— 
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Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders  (Scotland)  1936=49. 
Results  of  sampling  from  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1949. 


Certified 

No.  of  samples  taken 

during  year  5 

No.  & %age  which 
failed  to  satisfy  the 

standard  1(100%) 

Total  No.  of  Licences 
at  31st  December, 

1949  1 

Increase  or  decrease 
in  No.  of  Licences 
during  the  year  ....  — 

No.  & %age  of 
producers  whose 
supplies  failed  to 
comply  with  the 
standard  : — 

(a)  at  any  time 

during  the  year  1 ( 100  % ) 

(b)  on  three  or 

more  consecutive 
occasions  — 

*(c)  on  three  or 
more  occasions  ...  — 

No.  of  Licences  re- 
ported to  the  Com- 
mittee because  of 
unsatisfactory  re- 
sults   — 

No.  of  Licences  sus- 
pended   — 

No.  of  Licences 
revoked  — 


T.T.  Standard 

Total 

2675 

114 

2794 

767(28.7%) 

44(38.6%) 

812(29.1%) 

438 

16 

455 

21 

-5 

16 

328(74.9%) 

17(89.5%) 

346(76.0%) 

100(22.8%) 

8(42.1%) 

108(23.7%) 

137(31.3%) 

8(42.1%) 

145(31.9%) 

110 

8 

118 

28 

4 

42 

1 



_ 

* Includes  supplies 
entered  at  (b). 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF 
SUPPLIES  WHICH  FAILED  IN  TWO  OR  MORE 
CONSECUTIVE  TESTS  DURING  THE  YEAR 

No.  of  Consecutive  Tests. 


2 3 4 5 6 


No.  of  Supplies  failing  tests 


105  81  23  4 
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TABULAR  STATEMENT  SHOWING  NUMBER  OF 
SUPPLIES  WHICH  FAILED  TO  SATISFY  THE  STANDARD 
ON  ONE  OR  MORE  OCCASIONS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


No.  of  times  supplies  failed  tests  during  year 


1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 

No.  of  Supplies  failing  tests 

107 

100  76  46  14  8 1 

TOTAL  SAMPLES 

2794 

— Routine. 

189 

— Qualifying*  & Re-Qualifying. 

192 

— Schools. 

64 

— Distributors. 

3239 
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ICECREAM  (SCOTLAND)  REGULATIONS,  1948. 


At  1st  January,  1949,  there  were  4 Certificates  of  Registra- 
tion in  force  in  respect  of  premises  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  The 
following-  tabular  statement  shows  the  position  of  applications 
received  during-  the  year:  — 


1.  Registration  of  Premises  and  Vehicles. 

Premises. 

(a)  Number  of  Certificates  of 


Registration  in  force  at 

1st  January,  1949  4 

(b)  Number  of  Applications 
for  registration  considered 
during  1949,  including 
those  carried  over  from 
1948  29 

1.  Number  Granted  7 

2.  Number  refused  Nil 

3.  Number  withdrawn  by 

applicant  12 

4.  Number  still  not  dis- 

posed of  at  31st 
December,  1949  Nil 


Vehicles. 


Nil 


4 

4 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


2.  Appeals  to  Sheriff. 

(a)  Number  of  Appeals  lodged 

during  1948  and  1949  by  ' 
applicants  for  registration  Nil 

(b)  Number  (i)  dismissed — Nil;  (ii)  sustained — Nil;  (iii)  not 
yet  determined — Nil. 

A number  of  applications  were  withdrawn  due  to  the  sale  only 
of  pre-packed  ice  cream,  and  in  other  instances  due  to  the 
inability  to  carry  out  necessary  alterations  to  premises,  and  pro- 
vision of  plant.  In  those  instances  where  pre-packed  ice  cream 
is  sold,  visitation  to  the  vendors’  premises  showed  that  conserva- 
tors had  been  supplied  in  all  cases  by  the  makers. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS 
(SCOTLAND)  1932. 

Hawking  of  Meat — Under  Article  15,  orre  licence  is  still  in 
existence.  The  storage  accommodation  was  inspected  from  time 
to  time  during  the  year,  and  was  found  to  be  kept  in  a satisfac- 
tory condition. 

Meat  Inspection. — Slaughtering  is  still  centralised  at  Castle- 
Douglas  slaughter  house,  and  meat  is  distributed  to  the  various 
butchers  in  the  County  by  motor  transport.  Meat  inspection  is 
carried  out  there  by  a part-time  Meat  Inspector,  and  the  following 
are  details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  carcases  wholly  and  partially 
condemned  during  the  year. 


Number  of  Animals  Weight  in  lbs.  of 
Class  of  Wholly  Partially  condemned  meat 

Animals  Slaughtered  Condemned  Condemned  and  offals 

Cattle  1,345  72  103  62,070 

Sheep  30,936  109  171  8,854 

Pigs  67  5 4 897 

Calves  10,848  84  2 4,741 


43,196  270  280  76,562 

The  only  private  slaughterhouse  in  the  County  is  that  owned 
by  Messrs  Rogerson  & Black,  Bacon  Curers,  Kirkcudbright,  and 
situated  at  the  premises  of  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board, 
in  the  Parish  of  Twynholm.  During  the  year,  8,889  pigs  were 
slaughtered  there,  of  which  5 were  wholly  condemned  and  104 
partially  condemned.  The  total  weight  of  pork  condemned  was 
2,601  lbs. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION) 
ACT,  1928. 


During-  the  year,  249  samples  (29  Formal  and  220  Test)  were 
taken  by  the  sampling  officers  under  the  above  Act.  Details  of 


the  samples  are  given  in  the  following  table. 

Article  Formal  Test 

Total 

Adulterated 

Milk  29 

144 

173 

26 

Sausage  — 

2 

2 

— _ ■ 

Tea  

4 

4 

— 

Tomato  Sauce  — 

2 

2 

- — 

Sugar  

4 

4 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar  — 

4 

4 

— 

Baking  Soda  — 

5 

5 

— 

Butter  

2 

2 



Lard  

2 

2 



Margarine  

3 

3 

— 

Flour  — 

2 

2 

— 

White  Pepper  

2 

2 

— 

Castor  Oil  

3 

3 



Coffee  and  Chicory  — 

1 

1 



Coffee  

1 

1 



Mustard  

2 

2 



Cow  and  Gate  Milk  Food  ...  — 

1 

1 



Lemonade  

1 

1 



Mixed  Spice  — 

1 

1 

— 

Pickles  

1 

1 



Lime  Water  — 

1 

1 



Vinegar  — 

2 

2 



Fruit  Cordial  — 

1 

1 



White  Pudding  — 

1 

1 

— 

Haggis  — 

1 

1 

— 

Rum  Flavouring  — 

1 

1 

— 

Bun  Flour  — 

1 

1 



Cassia  

1 

1 



Spirit  of  Nitre  — 

1 

1 

1 

Spirit  of  Turpentine  — 

1 

1 

— 

Cornflour  — 

1 

1 



Piecrust  — 

1 

1 



Almond  Flavouring  — 

1 

1 



Salmon  and  Shrimp  Paste  ..  — 

1 

1 



Salad  Dressing  — 

1 

1 



Powder  Soup  --- 

1 

1 



Liver  Salts  

1 

1 



Dessert  Mould  — 

1 

1 



Ground  Ginger  — 

1 

1 



Custard  Powder  — 

2 

2 



Strawberry  Custard  — 

1 

1 



Blancmange  Powder  — 

1 

1 



Mel  vet  Vanilla  Flavour  — 

t 

JL 

1 



Chocolate  Spread  — 

1 

1 



Cinnamon  

1 

1 



Tincture  of  Iodine  — 

1 

1 



Paxo  Stuffing  — 

1 

1 



Meat  Paste  — 

1 

1 



Essence  of  Rennet  — 

1 

1 



Ginger  Wine  Essence  — 

1 

1 



Aspirin  

1 

1 

— 

29 


220 


249 


27 
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The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  a test  sample  taken  from  a 
consignment  of  milk  at  the  premises  of  the  Scottish  Milk 
Marketing  Board,  Kirkcudbright  was  deficient  in  Non-Fatty 
Solids  equivalent  to  the  addition  of  3%  or  thereby  of  water. 
Official  samples  were  then  taken  from  three  churns  comprising 
the  consignment  and  these  proved  to  be  deficient  to  the  extent  of 
2-3%.  In  view  of  the  small  deficiences,  no  action  was  taken  but 
the  vendor  was  warned. 

Following  upon  a report  from  the  Analyst  that  a test  sample 
taken  from  a consignment  of  milk  at  the  premises  of  the  Scottish 
Milk  Marketing  Board,  Kirkcudbright  was  deficient  in  Non-Fatty 
Solids  equivalent  to  the  addition  of  2%  or  thereby  of  water, 
official  samples  were  taken  from  ten  churns  comprising  the  con- 
signment. These  proved  to  be  deficient  to  the  extent  of  2-7% 
and  proceedings  were  instituted.  The  vendor  was  acquitted. 

In  the  case  of  another  test  sample  of  milk,  the  Analyst 
reported  a deficiency  in  Non-Fatty  Solids  equivalent  to  the  addi- 
tion of  2%  or  thereby  of  water.  Official  samples  were  then  taken 
from  fourteen  churns  comprising  the  consignment  at  the  premises 
of  the  Scottish  Milk  Marketing  Board,  Kirkcudbright.  Of  these, 
eight  samples  were  found  to  be  deficient  to  the  extent  of  1-7%,  but 
in  view  of  the  small  deficiencies  in  five  of  these  eight  samples,  no 
action  was  taken.  The  vendor  was  warned. 

A test  sample  of  Spirit  of  Nitre  was  found  to  be  deficient  in 
Ethyl  Nitrite  to  the  extent  of  0.47%,  otherwise  the  sample  con- 
formed to  the  requirements  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia.  The 
Pharmacist  was  informed  and  advised  to  have  similar  stocks 
replaced. 


MUSSELS,  SHELLFISH,  &c. 

Complaints  were  received  from  the  Public  Health  Department, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  that  mussels  sent  from  Kippford  and 
retailed  in  Newcastle  were  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Samples 
taken  from  mussel  beds  at  Heston  Island  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  were  found  to  contain  CL.  welchii. 

Subsequent  samples  taken  by  dealers  at  Kippford  and  sent 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  Experimental  Station 
at  Conway,  Caernarvonshire  were  found  to  be  suitable  for  con- 
sumption. While  despatch  of  mussels  from  Kippford  was  stopped 
by  this  Department  for  a fortnight,  despatches  were  resumed  on 
the  report  from  the  Ministry  of  Fisheries. 
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HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930. 

Notices  in  terms  of  Section  16(1)  were  served  in  respect  of 
12  buildings — 5 bothies,  2 farm  workers’  cottages,  and  5 other 
houses.  Of  these,  2 bothies,  1 farm  worker’s  cottage  and  3 other 
houses  were  the  subjects  of  Demolition  Orders,  and  3 bothies  and 
1 farm  worker’s  cottage  were  the  subjects  of  Closing  Orders. 
Undertakings  were  accepted  in  respect  of  the  other  two  houses. 

One  application  under  Section  49  of  the  above  Act  was 
received  during  the  year.  This  was  in  respect  of  the  conversion 
of  two  cottages  into  one,  and  the  application  was  approved  by  the 
Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 


HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1926-42. 


Alterations  to  four  cottages  were  completed  during  the  year 
with  the  aid  of  Grant,  under  the  above  Act. 


HOUSING  (AGRICULTURAL  POPULATION) 
(SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1938. 

During  the  year,  11  applications  for  Grant  were  received  in 
respect  of  12  four-apartment  and  1 five-apartment  houses.  Grants 
were  refused  in  the  cases  of  4 of  the  four-apartment  houses. 

10  four-apartment  and  2 five-apartment  houses  were  com- 
pleted, making  a total  of  3 three-apartment,  71  four-apartment 
and  4 five-apartment  houses  completed  with  the  aid  of  Grant  since 
the  above  Act  came  into  force. 
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BUILDING  BYE-LAWS. 

During  the  year,  347  sets  of  plans  were  lodged  and  reported 


upon.  The  details  are  as  follows:  — 

Miscellaneous  Plans. 

New  Houses  (16)  14 

Alterations  to  Houses  154 

New  Dairy  Premises  13 

Alterations  to  Dairy  Premises  8 

Other  Farm  Buildings  49 

Temporary  Houses  5 

Garages  19 

Petrol  Pumps  and  Tanks  20 

Temporary  School  Accommodation  3 

Holiday  Huts  2 

Factory  Extensions  2 

Others  47 


336 


Housing  (Agricultural  Population)  (Scotland) 


Act,  1938. 

New  Houses  (13)  11 

TOTAL  347 


LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOUSING. 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  number,  size,  and 
type  of  houses,  erected  by  the  Local  Authority,  which  were  com- 
pleted and  occupied  during  the  year. 

Of  these,  44  were  of  the  Traditional  Type,  and  36  “ Atholl  ” 


type,  making  80  in  all. 


Location 

No. 

S'ze 

Type 

Haugh  of  Urr 

12 

Four  Apartment 

Traditional. 

Creetown 

22 

Four  Apartment 

Traditional . 

Palnackie 

4 

Four  Apartment 

Atholl. 

Old  Bridge-of-Urr 

4 

Four  Apartment 

Atholl. 

Dundrennan 

4 

Four  Apartment 

Traditional. 

Auchencairn 

4 

Four  Apartment 

Atholl. 

Kirkgunzeon 

4 

Four  Apartment 

Atholl. 

Balmaclellan 

4 

Four  Apartment 

Atholl. 

Palnure 

4 

Four  Apartment 

Atholl. 

Twynholm 

4 

Four  Apartment 

Atholl. 

Gelston 

4 

Four  Apartment 

Atholl. 

New  Abbey 

6 

Four  Apartment 

Traditional. 

New  Abbey 

4 

Four  Apartment 

Atholl. 
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NUISANCES  AND  COMPLAINTS. 

During  the  year,  64  complaints  were  received  and  125  visits 
paid  in  connection  therewith.  These  complaints  were  mainly  in 
connection  with  defective  water  supplies,  defective  drainage, 
housing  conditions  and  foul  ditch. 

In  only  one  case  was  it  necessary  to  serve  an  intimation  in 
terms  of  Section  19  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 

During  the  year,  the  unsatisfactory  state  of  the  burn  at  Loch- 
foot  Village  was  noted.  The  effluent  from  the  septic  tank  serving 
the  village  discharges  into  this  burn,  and  owing  to  the  long  period 
of  dry  weather  there  was  very  little  run  of  water.  As  the  source 
of  the  burn  is  Lochrutton  Loch,  it  has  been  agreed  to  take  the 
matter  up  with  Dumfries  Town  Council,  with  a view  to  the  pos- 
sibility of  allowing  more  water  into  the  burn. 

WATER. 

BORGUE.— T 'owards  the  end  of  the  year  a gravitation  water 
scheme  to  the  village  of  Borgue  was  commenced.  This  will  no 
doubt  be  a notable  milestone  in  the  long  history  of  Borgue  Village, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  will  be  completed  in  the  coming  year. 
The  supply  is  from  the  Burgh  of  Kirkcudbright  Main,  as  it  passes 
the  village  of  Twvnholm.  The  next  step  in  connection  with  the 
village  of  Borgue,  will  be  the  provision  of  a drainage  system. 

TWYNHOLM.— T his  village  which  has  been  for  a consider- 
able time  a Special  Drainage  District  was  supplied  from  a private 
supply,  which  was  controlled  and  operated  by  a Village  Committee. 
Recently,  trouble  was  experienced  in  regard  to  the  amount  of 
water,  and  it  was  decided  to  hand  over  the  supply  to  the  Local 
Authority.  As  many  houses  receive  their  supply  from  the  Kirk- 
cudbright Main,  it  is  the  intention  that  the  village  will  be  supplied 
from  the  Loch  Whinyeon  Scheme. 

CORSOCK.— T his  small  village  in  past  years  was  served  by 
a small  private  supply  controlled  by  a Village  Committee.  On 
account  of  the  introduction  of  water  and  drainage  to  individual 
houses,  the  supply  in  dry  weather  is  not  adequate  to  meet  the 
demand  upon  it.  The  Village  Committee  decided  to  hand  over  the 
supply  to  the  Local  Authority  and  at  present  the  intention  is  to 
supplv  the  village  from  Corsock  Loch. 

Du  ring  the  year,  145  samples  from  individual  supplies  were 
examined  by  the  County  Analyst. 

DRAINAGE. 

There  are  fifteen  Special  Drainage  Districts  within  the  Land- 
ward Area  of  the  County.  These  functioned  satisfactorily  during 
the  year. 
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RIVERS  POLLUTION. 

RIVER  DEE.  — The  crude  sewage  from  the  Burgh  of  Kirk- 
cudbright is  discharged  into  the  tidal  waters  of  this  river.  The 
River  Ken  a tributary  of  the  Dee,  receives  the  effluent  from  the 
sewage  tanks  of  the  Burgh  of  New  Galloway,  and  also  the  effluent 
from  the  sewage  tank  from  the  village  of  Dairy.  The  Deuch,  a 
tributary  of  the  Ken,  receives  the  effluent  of  the.  sewage  tank  at 
Carsphairn. 

RIVER  CREE. — The  villages  of  Minnigalf  and  Creebridge 
are  a Special  Drainage  District,  and  a proper  sewage  system  has 
been  provided  with  a septic  tank.  The  effluent  from  the  tank 
discharges  into  the  waters  of  this  river. 

RIVER  URR. — Crude  sewage  from  the  Burgh  of  Dalbeattie 
is  discharged  into  the  tidal  waters  of  this  river.  The  effluent 
from  the  septic  tank  for  Palnackie  Special  Drainage  District  also 
discharges  into  these  tidal  waters.  The  effluent  from  the  septic 
tank  in  connection  with  the  new  drainage  system  for  Haugh  of 
of  Urr  and  Hardgate  discharges  into  this  river. 

RIVER  FLEET.  The  effluent  from  the  sewage  tanks  of  the 
Burgh  of  Gatehouse  is  discharged  into  the  tidal  waters  of  this 
river. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  OFFENSIVE 
TRADES. 

Slaughtering  is  centralised  at  Castle-Douglas  slaughter 
house,  and  there  is  now  only  one  private  slaughterhouse  in  the 
County.  This  is  situated  at  the  premises  of  the  Scottish  Milk 
Marketing  Board,  in  the  Parish  of  Twynholm,  where  only  pigs 
are  slaughtered.  Details  of  slaughterings  are  given  under  the 
heading  “ Meat  Inspection.” 

There  is  one  knackery  in  the  County,  situated  near  the  village 
of  Rhonehouse.  During  the  year  certain  defects  were  remedied  ; 
the  roof  was  re-covered,  drainage  renewed,  and  tank  cleaned 
out.  Nine  visits  of  inspection  were  made  and  the  business  was 
found  to  be  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner. 


49 


SCHOOLS. 

During-  the  year,  39  visits  were  paid  to  Schools  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors.  New  Sanitary  Accommodation  was  provided  at 
Dairy,  Crocketford,  and  New  Abbey  Schools. 


WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

During  the  year,  105  inspections  of  Workshops  and  Work- 
places in  the  Landward  Area  of  the  County  were  made.  Five 
cases  of  uncleanliness  were  noted,  but  these  have  since  been 
remedied.  In  one  case  there  was  insufficient  sanitary  accommo- 
dation which  had  not  been  remedied  at  the  end  of  the  vear. 
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BURGH  OF  NEW-GALLOWAY. 

Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1949. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  — No  complaints  were  made  regarding 
the  water  supply  and,  with  the  possible  exception  of  a connection 
having  been  made  for  the  tradesmen  at  the  new  housing  scheme, 
no  other  connections  were  made  to  the  main. 

DRAINAGE.  — No  complaints  were  made  regarding  the  main 
drainage  system  and  this  appeared  to  function  satisfactorily  during 
the  year. 

SCAVENGING  and  CLEANSING.-  -4  visits  were  made  to 
the  Dump  during  the  year.  The  cleansing  of  the  streets  appears 
always  to  be  well  attended  to. 

HOUSING. — -During  the  year  work  was  commenced  on  the 
scheme  of  6 houses  each  comprising  4 apartments. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCE. — During  the  year  work  was 
started  on  this  building. 

COMPLAINTS.— Th  ree  complaints  were  received  during  the 
year  and  all  were  attended  to  without  statutory  proceedings  being 
taken.  6 visits  were  made  in  connection  with  these  complaints. 

FACTORY  and  WORKSHOPS.  — During  the  year  7 visits 
of  inspection  were  made  to  Factories  within  the  Burgh.  In  one 
case  in  which  the  provision  of  sanitary  convenience  was  requested, 
this  work  has  commenced. 
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BURGH  OF  KIRKCUDBRIGHT. 


Annual  Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  year  1949. 


GENERAL.— T here  has  been  nothing-  of  a serious  nature  to 
report  regarding  the  general  health  of  the  Burgh. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — The  supply  is  of  good  quality  and  of 
ample  sufficiency. 

DRAINAGE  SYSTEM.  — -This,  as  indicated  in  former  reports, 
is  not  of  modern  construction  but  seems  to  function  fairly  well. 

SEWAGE  PURIFICATION. — There  is  no  purification  of  the 
sewage.  This  passes  directly  to  the  tidal  river,  the  banks  of 
which  are  fairly  steep.  No  offensive  matter  is  left  on  the  slopes. 

HOUSING  . — 10  of  the  permanent  houses  being  constructed 
at  Stirling  Crescent  have  been  completed  during  the  year.  16 
plans  were  passed  by  the  Dean  of  Guild  during  the  year.  Two 
properties  in  the  Burgh  were  dealt  with  under  Section  16  of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Act,  1930. 

SCAVENGING. — The  refuse  tip  at  the  embankment  has  now 
almost  reached  its  capacity  and  negotiations  are  being  made  to 
obtain  a suitable  site  for  a new  tip. 

MISCELLANEOUS.  — Inspection  of  Schools,  Factories, 
Workshops,  Burial  Grounds  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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BURGH  OF  GATEHOUSE. 


Annual  Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  year  1949. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. — Negotiations  are  still  proceeding  for 
the  introduction  of  a new  water  system  for  the  Burgh,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  work  will  commence  in  the  near  future. 

DRAINAGE.  — The  drainage  system  continues  to  work  satis- 
factorily and  no  complaints  were  received. 

SCAVENGING  AND  CLEANSING.— These  services  have 
continued  to  operate  successfully  during  the  year. 

DAIRIES  and  MILKSHOPS. — The  position  is  still  as  in 
former  years.  Milk  is  retailed  in  the  Burgh  by  the  Stewartry 
Dairy  Association  Limited,  the  supply  being  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  from  a farm  adjoining  the  Burgh.  On  visits  of  inspection 
being  made  the  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactorily  kept. 

NUISANCES  and  COMPLAINTS. — One  complaint  was 

received  during  the  year  and  this  referred  to  defective  drainage  in 
a house.  The  matter  was  rectified. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS.— 16  visits  of  inspection 
were  made  to  the  various  workshops  in  the  Burgh  and  nothing  was 
found  to  which  exception  could  be  taken. 

HOUSING. — The  scheme  of  52  permanent  houses  is  pro- 
gressing well  and  is  nearing  completion. 
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BURGH  OF  DALBEATTIE. 

Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1949. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  — Despite  the  prolonged  period  of  dry 
weather  during  the  year  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  “ ration  ” 
the  water  for  consumption,  although  it  was  found  necessary  to 
prohibit  the  washing  of  cars,  and  watering  of  gardens  &c.  This 
fortunate  position,  no  doubt,  was  due  to  the  agreement  made  by 
the  Burgh  with  the  County  Council,  whereby  the  Burgh  Supply 
can  be  augmented  from  the  Lochenkit  Scheme  to  the  extent  of 
120,000  gallons  per  day.  The  total  quantity  of  water  used 
amounted  to  68,825,000  gallons,  giving  an  average  daily  con- 
sumption of  48  gallons  per  head  of  population. 

SEWAGE  and  DRAINAGE. — The  sewage  of  the  Burgh  is 
still  discharged  in  the  crude  state  into  the  tidal  waters  of  the  River 
LJrr.  The  new  drains  to  obviate  flooding  in  High  Street  have 
been  completed,  and  should  prevent  further  complaints. 

During  the  year  30  inspections  and  tests  were  carried  out  to 
new  or  improved  drainage  systems. 

CLEANSING.  — The  introduction  of  a motor  refuse  collecting 
vehicle  necessitated  a reorganisation  of  the  cleansing  scheme  and 
resulted  in  a much  speedier  removal  of  household  refuse. 

HOUSING. — The  progress  of  the  Church  Crescent  Scheme 
of  42  houses  cannot  be  described  as  “ speedy.”  Up  to  the  end 
of  the  year  only  10  4-apartment  and  2 5-apartment  houses  were 
occupied.  During  the  year  the  Council  agreed  to  proceed  with 
arrangements  for  the  erection  of  65  houses  at  William  Street  and 
Copland  Street. 

ALTERATIONS  and  IMPROVEMENTS.— During  the  year 
plans  were  submitted  and  approved  for  the  installation  of  12  bath- 
rooms, the  conversion  of  2 houses  into  one  and  the  erection  of 
two  new  houses.  The  number  of  sanitary  fittings  installed 
amounted  to  12  baths,  12  W.C.s,  11  wash  hand  basins  and  11 
sinks. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. — The  work  on  the  Public  Con- 
venience at  the  Town  Hall  Buildings  made  some  progress,  but 
unnecessary  delays  were  noticeable. 

NUISANCES  and  COMPLAINTS. — 21  Nuisances  and  com- 
plaints were  received  and  investigated  during  the  year  and  in  no 
case  was  it  necessary  to  take  statutory  proceedings. 
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FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS. — 26  Inspections  were 
made  to  Factories  and  Workshops  and  it  was  necessary  to  com- 
municate with  four  owners  regarding-  contraventions  of  the  Sani- 
tary Accommodation  Regulations,  1938.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
3 of  the  complaints  had  been  attended  to. 


BURGH  OF  CASTLE-DOUGLAS. 

Annual  Report  by  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year  1949 

REFUSE  REMOVAL.  — The  method  of  collecting  and 
removing  house  refuse  remained  on  the  same  principle  as  carried 
out  in  the  previous  year,  i.e.  by  one  7 cub.  yard  vehicle.  The 
daily  yield  of  household  refuse  was  approximately  7 tons.  Atten- 
tion has  been  drawn  to  the  varied  assortment  of  receptacles  used 
for  the  retention  of  domestic  refuse  pending  its  removal,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  an  endeavour  will  be  made  to  have  standard  dust- 
bins introduced.  As  usual  the  Cleansing  Department  has  con- 
tinued to  perform  work  for  other  departments  at  reasonable 
charges.  Another  service  which  is  still  rendered  by  this  Depart- 
ment is  the  removal  in  reasonable  quantities  of  garden  refuse,  and 
this  has  partly  resulted  in  the  decrease  of  dumping  of  refuse  along 
ditches  and  behind  walls. 

DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE.  — The  method  of  disposal  is  still 
by  controlled  tipping  and  throughout  the  year  this  branch  of  the 
work  gave  no  cause  for  complaint  except  for  a few  instances 
where,  due  to  sudden  wind  changes,  nuisances  were  created  in 
the  vicinity  of  dwellinghouses  due  to  the  offensive  smell  of  internal 
combustion  of  the  refuse. 

At  the  present  time  we  have  one  coup  situated  on  low  lying- 
marshy  ground.  This  dump  is  kept  under  periodic  inspection  by 
a part-time  man  whose  duty  it  is  to  spread  and  level  all  incoming 
refuse,  and  also  to  prevent  paper  from  blowing  into  adjoining 
property. 

STREET  CLEANSING.  — Street  sweeping  was  performed  on 
the  same  lines  as  previously  and  continues  to  give  satisfaction. 
Particular  attention  is  given  to  the  daily  sweeping  of  classified 
roads,  while  other  roads  and  open  spaces  are  swept  once  or  twice 
weekly  or  oftener  as  the  occasion  arises.  Periodic  emptying  of 
street  gullies  was  performed  during  the  year  to  prevent  any 
unnecessary  flooding  in  times  of  heavy  rain. 

SALVAGE. — During  the  first  three  months  of  the  year  11 
tons,  19  cwts.  of  baled  wastepaper  was  collected  and  sold. 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES.  — There  are  no  offensive  trades 
within  the  Burg'll. 

NUISANCES. — Most  of  the  nuisances  consisted  of  drainage 
defects  in  our  own  houses,  and  we  have  been  able  to  deal  with 
them  expeditiously.  This  work  was  performed  by  our  own  men 
and  complaints  abated  immediately.  Twenty  complaints  were 
received  during  the  year:  — 

15  referred  to  choked  drains. 

3 referred  to  defective  water  supply. 

2 referred  to  defective  floors. 

With  regard  to  defective  water  supply,  the  complaints  were 

remedied  by  the  scraping  of  the  main  water  pipe. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. — The  dormitory  hut 

erected  17  years  ago  in  the  Nursery  Grounds  is  still  in  use  and 
taken  advantage  of  by  the  unemployed  and  others  who  frequent 
the  district.  The  cleanliness  of  this  hut  during  the  year  has  been 
satisfactory. 

FACTORIES  and  WORKSHOPS. — During  the  year  20 
visits  were  carried  out  and  in  general  the  premises  were  found 
to  be  kept  well,  clean  and  healthy.  Three  notices  were  served 
under  sec.  7 in  respect  of  sanitary  conveniences. 

SHOPS.  — T welve  visits  were  carried  out  under  the  Shops 
Act  and  the  premises  were  found  to  be  clean  and  healthy. 

SEWAGE  PURIFICATION  and  DISPOSAL.— The  system 
of  sewage  purification  adopted  in  the  Burgh  is  the  process  of 
screening,  detritus  tanks,  sedimentation  tanks,  and  a percolating 
filter.  The  two  sewers  as  they  enter  the  Purification  Works  are 
at  different  levels,  and  the  deep  one,  which  serves  the  old  part  of 
the  town,  has  to  be  pumped  into  the  detritus  tanks  for  treatment. 
The  pumping  arrangement  has  given  no  trouble  and  is  functioning 
satisfactorily.  The  effluent  from  the  percolating  filter  is  dis- 
charged into  the  lane  which  flows  to  the  River  Dee. 

HOUSE  DRAINAGE. — During  the  year  ten  smoke  tests 
were  carried  out  at  the  housing  scheme  and  at  several  properties 
in  the  Burgh,  and  all  were  passed  as  satisfactory. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSE. — Sixty  visits  of  inspection  were  paid 
to  the  Slaughterhouse  during  the  year  and  on  all  occasions  it  was 
found  that  the  premises  were  kept  in  good  condition.  Lime- 
washing, painting  and  repairs  were  carried  out  in  the  spring  of  „ 
the  year  by  our  own  men  as  has  always  been  the  custom. 
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During  the  year  the  following 
slaughtered:  — 

Class  of  Animal. 

Cattle  

Sheep  

Calves  

Swine  


number  of  animals  were 

No.  Slaughtered. 

1,345 

30,936 

10,848 

67 


43,196 


Visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  butchers’,  fishmongers’, 
fruit  and  other  shops  in  the  Burgh  and  it  was  found  that  all 
premises  were  kept  in  good  condition. 

SCHOOLS. — All  Schools  within  the  Burgh  are  kept  in  a 
clean  condition,  and  buildings  in  good  order.  The  cleansing  and 
flushing  of  all  sanitary  conveniences  receive  good  attention. 

WATER. — During  the  year  the  water  supply  at  Loch  Roan 
maintained  a fairly  constant  level.  The  average  water  level  for 
the  year  was  99  inches.  The  annual  consumption  of  water  for  the 
year  1949  was  84,399,200  gallons  for  the  Burgh. 

HOUSING. — The  production  of  completed  houses  may  not 
have  come  up  to  expectations  by  the  end  of  1949,  but  any  delays 
or  holdups  have  been  due  to  matters  over  which  the  Council  had 
little  or  no  control.  At  the  end  of  the  year  26  4-apartment  and  2 
5-apartment  houses  were  under  construction.  During  the  year 
28  4-apartment  and  4 5-apartment  houses  were  completed.  Two 
warrants  for  the  erection  of  dwellinghouses  were  granted  during 
the  year  by  private  enterprise.  At  the  end  of  the  year  no  houses 
were  completed. 

HOUSING  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1930.  — There  were  no 
notices  served  under  section  14  or  section  16  during  the  year.  In 
one  case  a Closing  Order  was  served,  in  respect  of  two  houses, 
but  as  the  tenants  could  not  find  alternative  accommodation  they 
were  allowed  to  occupy  the  houses  for  a period  of  two  years. 

SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS. — During  the  year  in  17 
instances  improvements  were  carried  out  to  existing  properties. 
These  consisted  mainly  in  the  provision  of  domestic  and  sanitary 
conveniences. 

GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. — The  Public  Conveniences  at 
the  top  and  lower  ends  of  the  town  are  kept  clean  and  well  looked 
after  and  still  continue  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  Public. 


R.  G.  FORBES. 


